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  The United Nat ions Secur ity  Counci l
(UNSC) was created by the United Nat ions
charter  in  October 1945,  charged with the
maintenance of  internat ional  peace and
secur ity .  The founders  of  the UN envis ioned
the UNSC as the organizat ion’s  premier
body,  g iv ing i t  specia l  author it ies  in  a  few
ways.  F irst ,  where resolut ions drafted in  the
UN General  Assembly (GA) are
recommendat ions to UN member nat ions,
Secur ity  Counci l  resolut ions are binding.
Second,  the GA can address an issue re lated
to internat ional  peace and secur ity  only  i f
that  issue is  not  current ly  under
considerat ion by the UNSC.  F inal ly ,  the
UNSC can take steps to enforce i ts
decis ions.  

Introduction to the UN Security
Council
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  The structure of  the secur ity  counci l  is  a lso
unique,  with 5  permanent members and 10 non-
permanent members for  a  tota l  of  15 .  The 5
permanent members (the P-5) are the United
States,  Russ ia ,  China,  and United Kingdom, and
France.  The 10 non-permanent members serve
two-year  terms and are e lected by the GA
based on a  geographical  d istr ibut ion system –
three seats  to Afr ica ,  two to the Asia-Pacif ic ,
two to Lat in  America,  two to Western Europe,
and one to Eastern Europe.  Pass ing a  resolut ion
in  the UNSC requires 9 of  15  votes.  Of the 9
required,  a l l  5  permanent members must  vote
for  the resolut ion,  as  a l l  members of  the P-5
can veto any resolut ion.  The current  10 non-
permanent members of  the UNSC are:  Alger ia ,
Denmark,  Greece,  Guyana,  Pakistan,  Panama,
the Republ ic  of  Korea (South Korea) ,  S ierra
Leone,  S lovenia ,  and Somal ia .
 
 These powers mean that  the UNSC,  and the P-
5 in  part icular ,  exercise considerable control
over  the UN.  Disagreements between P-5
members often stymie progress in  the UN,
drawing heavy cr i t ic ism from countr ies  outs ide
it .  

Introduction to the UN Security
Council



GLOBAL HOUSTON MODEL UN CONFERENCE

In  1991 ,  Somal i land,  a  northern region of
Somal ia ,  declared i ts  independence from
Somal ia .  Somal i land's  independence is  not
recognized by other  states ,  which has
hindered the region's  part ic ipat ion in  the
internat ional  system,  especia l ly  regarding
economic opportunit ies .  Recent ly ,
Somal i land’s  campaign for  internat ional
attent ion gained tract ion.   

Wider  internat ional  recognit ion remains the
government of  Somal i land’s  top pr ior i ty .
This  pr ior i ty  seems to be mainta ined across
pol i t ica l  part ies  and even at  the potent ia l
expense of  other  goals .  Somal i land
broadcasts  i ts  intent ion to barter  mi l i tary
access to i ts  coast l ine in  exchange for
recognit ion.  Most  countr ies  decl ined due to
concerns over  interfer ing with Somal ia ’s
sovereignty.  Notable except ions are a
memorandum of  understanding (MoU)
signed with Ethiopia  in  2024 and an
agreement with Israel  in  2025.   

Somaliland
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Around 30% of  a l l  mar it ime trade,  inc luding
large quant it ies  of  the global  o i l  supply ,
goes through the Bab el-Mandeb Stra it .  (2)
The number of  foreign mi l i tary  bases hosted
in Dj ibout i ,  which borders  the stra it ,
h ighl ights  the importance of  sh ipping routes
to global  secur ity .  Dj ibout i  offers  re lat ive
stabi l i ty  for  foreign powers to set  up
mi l i tary  infrastructure in  a  most ly  unstable ,
but  strategical ly  important  region.  Off ic ia ls
in  Somal i land want  to set  up a  s imi lar  system
of mi l i tary  infrastructure to that  of  Dj ibout i .
Despite lacking off ic ia l  recognit ion,
Somal i land is  equipped for  th is  type of
model .  Somal i land is  one of  the most  stable
democracies  in  the Horn of  Afr ica region,
contrast ing Somal ia ,  which “hasn’t  been a
funct ioning country in  decades” ,  due to
dysfunct ion and the growing control  of
mi l i tant  groups.  (2)  Somal i land wants  to
leverage i ts  re lat ive stabi l i ty  to lease
mi l i tary  infrastructure to other  nat ions in
exchange for  off ic ia l  d ip lomatic  recognit ion.  

Maritime Trade Routes 
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Somal i land borders  the Gulf  of  Aden near  the
Bab el-Mandeb stra it .  This  cuts  off  Ethiopia ’s
access to the coast ,  which was the catalyst
for  the 2024 MoU between Somal i land and
Ethiopia .

Important Trade Routes
Near Somaliland

Source:  EIA 
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Regional  Foreign Investment

Despite instabi l i ty  in  the region,  the Horn of
Afr ica has seen an inf lux of  foreign
investments in  recent  years ,  especia l ly  from
Gulf  States .  The United Arab Emirates is  not
only  one of  the largest  foreign investors  in
East  Afr ica ,  but  one of  the only  Gulf  States to
invest  in  Somal i land.  (7)  One of  the most
notable investments is  the Port  of  Berbera
development project  in  2016.  This  project
caught the attent ion of  Ethiopia ,  Somal ia ’s
landlocked neighbor and regional  r iva l .   

Even with some development agreements in
place with foreign corporat ions,  Somal i land’s
economic opportunit ies  are severely  l imited
by i ts  lack of  off ic ia l  state status .  Any
economic agreements i t  makes are chal lenged
by Somal ia ,  which c la ims foreign investors  are
bypassing government overs ight  and
cont inual ly  ra is ing tensions over  state
sovereignty.    

Recognition of Somaliland 
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Other  Separat ist  Movements  
There are separat ist  movements across Afr ica .
Recogniz ing Somal i land as  a  sovereign state
ra ises concerns about encouraging other  Afr ican
separat ist  movements .  According to researchers ,
other  secession movements ,  part icular ly  Niger ia ’s
Biafra  and Morocco’s  Western Sahara,  would feel
emboldened by Somal i land’s  recognit ion.  (2)  This
could potent ia l ly  lead to more secur ity  concerns
across the cont inent .  
 

Regional  Resource Competit ion  
Proxy conf l icts  are a lso a  large contr ibutor  to
instabi l i ty  in  the region.  There are two main
dr ivers  of  these types of  conf l ict :  resource
scarcity  and non-state actors .  Environmental
concerns are focused on resource scarc ity  and
whether  to mainta in  colonia l-era agreements
over  the a l locat ion of  resources or  to form a
more equitable resource-shar ing plan.  (9)  Hydro-
geopol i t ica l  conf l ict  is  a  key component of  th is
type of  conf l ict ,  especia l ly  over  the use of  the
Ni le .  Addit ional ly ,  i t  is  worth not ing that  these
types of  d isputes may increase as  East  Afr ica is
h ighly  vulnerable to the impacts  of  c l imate
change,  leading to fewer resources and more
cl imate refugees.  

Potential Solutions and Obstacles
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Regional  Instabi l i ty  
The Horn of  Afr ica is  an unstable region.  This
regional  instabi l i ty  necessitates that  nat ions work
together  to address the growing number of
secur ity  concerns.  Cooperat ion is  part icular ly
important  when address ing the large presence of
mi l i tant  groups in  the region,  l ike a l-Shabaad in
Somal ia .  Somal ia  takes any agreements between
recognized nat ions and Somal i land as  a  threat  to
its  sovereignty.  Most  notably ,  there is  tension
between Somal ia  and Ethiopia  over  a  2024 MoU.
The MoU al lowed Ethiopia  access to the Somal i land
coast  a long the Gulf  of  Aden and provided a  leased
mi l i tary  base in  exchange for  Ethiopia ’s  recognit ion
of Somal i land’s  statehood.  (6)  Whi le  any MoU that
recognizes Somal i land as  a  sovereign state
provokes outrage from the Somal i  government,  i t
causes a  part icular ly  strong react ion when the
acknowledgement comes from neighbor ing states .
This  is  due to longstanding disputes over  terr i tor ia l
boundar ies  that  have contr ibuted to the volat i le
secur ity  s i tuat ion in  the region.  Somal ia  refused to
attend negotiat ions with Ethiopia  unless  the MoU
was nul l i f ied.  (6)   

Potential Solutions and Obstacles
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Potent ia l  Solut ions 

Potent ia l  solut ions regarding the debate
surrounding Somal i land’s  recognit ion could
include mediat ion between Somal ia  and
Ethiopia ,  as  wel l  as  general ly  foster ing
interstate cooperat ion in  the region.
Faci l i tat ing stabi l i ty  in  the region is  key to
address ing Somal i land.  This  could inc lude
neutra l iz ing the v io lence perpetrated by
mi l i tant  groups and address ing the general
resource stressors  in  the region,  l ike c l imate
change.  

Potential Solutions and Obstacles
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	Regional Foreign Investment
	Despite instability in the region, the Horn of Africa has seen an influx of foreign investments in recent years, especially from Gulf States. The United Arab Emirates is not only one of the largest foreign investors in East Africa, but one of the only Gulf States to invest in Somaliland. (7) One of the most notable investments is the Port of Berbera development project in 2016. This project caught the attention of Ethiopia, Somalia’s landlocked neighbor and regional rival.
	Even with some development agreements in place with foreign corporations, Somaliland’s economic opportunities are severely limited by its lack of official state status. Any economic agreements it makes are challenged by Somalia, which claims foreign investors are bypassing government oversight and continually raising tensions over state sovereignty.
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	Regional Resource Competition
	Proxy conflicts are also a large contributor to instability in the region. There are two main drivers of these types of conflict: resource scarcity and non-state actors. Environmental concerns are focused on resource scarcity and whether to maintain colonial-era agreements over the allocation of resources or to form a more equitable resource-sharing plan. (9) Hydro-geopolitical conflict is a key component of this type of conflict, especially over the use of the Nile. Additionally, it is worth noting that these types of disputes may increase as East Africa is highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, leading to fewer resources and more climate refugees.
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